August 15, 2018

To: Senate Conferees
From: Animal Agriculture Stakeholders
Re: Establishment of a permanent, fully funded National Animal Disease Preparedness

and Response Program

Dear Senate Farm Bill Conferees,

Congratulations on the tremendous progress you have made towards the enactment of a new farm
bill.

The animal agriculture community appreciates the inclusion of a National Animal Disease
Preparedness and Response Program in both the House and Senate versions of H.R. 2. An outbreak
of a foreign animal disease, such as Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) or Avian Influenza (Al), has the
ability to cripple the entire agricultural sector and create long-lasting ramifications for the economic
viability of U.S. aquaculture, livestock and poultry production. It is critical that the new Farm Bill
provide permanent, full funding to address these risks to animal health while likewise bolstering the
long-term ability of U.S. animal agriculture to be competitive in the global marketplace and provide
consumers around the world safe, wholesome, affordable food produced in a sustainable manner.

As you are aware, we have called on Congress, in the 2018 Farm Bill, to establish and fully fund a
permanent three-pronged program to deliver the sufficient development and timely deployment of
all measures necessary to prevent, identify and rapidly respond to the potential catastrophic
impacts that an animal disease outbreak would have on our country’s food security, export
markets, and overall economic stability.

It is essential that the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS), state animal health officials and stakeholders involved in animal agriculture have: (1) early
detection, prevention, and rapid response tools to address any potential animal disease outbreak;
(2) robust laboratory capacity for surveillance and diagnostics to enable timely action; and (3) a
viable stockpile of vaccine to rapidly respond to the intentional or unintentional introduction of a
high consequence disease like FMD. We cannot wait. The arrival of highly pathogenic Al in our
country in 2014 clearly demonstrated the implications of these diseases, both financially and from
an animal welfare standpoint. In that outbreak, the direct cost to taxpayers was nearly $1 billion,
while the costs to the poultry industry were more than $3 billion.

Livestock producers and animal health experts are particularly concerned about the potential
introduction of FMD. FMD is at this time the most significant transboundary animal disease in the
world and presents the greatest economic threat to U.S. animal agriculture. Recent studies indicate
that the cumulative 10-year loss due to an uncontrolled FMD outbreak would be $199.8 billion.

We are aware that in the early stages of farm bill development, proposed funding levels for this
new critical program did not reach the levels we believe are necessary. This fact was driven home
as a full House motion to instruct conferees garnered 392 votes supporting the animal agriculture
industry, advocating for the needed baseline funding in the final package that will be sent to the
President’s desk. Animal agriculture continues to represent approximately half of all farm cash
receipts, and over half when considering receipts from crops for animal feed. We urge you to
include these necessary funds in conference as part of the permanent authorization proposed in the



Senate bill. We believe this is needed to develop the gold standard animal disease preparedness
and response program that this country needs. Thank you for your consideration of our priorities.
We look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,
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