Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program Enhancement Act
Statement of Support (117" Congress)

Congress is urged to pass the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) Enhancement Act to bolster access
to veterinary care for livestock and poultry (beef cattle, dairy cattle, swine, chickens, turkeys, meat goats, dairy goats,
sheep, llamas, alpacas, aquaculture, farmed deer and elk, etc.).

Passage of the bill will also help each state address its needs for public practice veterinarians (food safety, public health,
epidemiology, pathology, molecular diagnostics, virology, toxicology, immunology, bacteriology, serology, foreign animal
disease preparedness, and livestock infectious diseases).

Exempting loan repayment awards for veterinarians from an onerous and astonishingly high withholding tax — 37 percent —
means more ranchers and farmers in rural America will gain better access to a wide array of veterinary services needed for
their livestock and poultry.

Since 2010, the U.S. Department of Agriculture has made 552 awards to public practice and food animal veterinarians in 47
states, Puerto Rico and federal lands. Meanwhile 1,632 veterinarians have applied to fill shortage areas since the program'’s
launch. Had these awards been exempt from withholding taxes, roughly one additional veterinarian would have been
selected to practice in communities throughout rural America for every three awards made.

Every American community deserves ready access to veterinarians. Congress can ensure our nation’s livestock and poultry
are healthy, our food supply is safe and secure, and public health is protected by passing the Veterinary Medicine Loan

Repayment Program Enhancement Act.
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