
Become a Veterinary Educator:  
Your Path from Practice to Academia
A STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO JOINING A VETERINARY COLLEGE

STEP 1: LOOK FOR A CHANGE

RECOGNIZE 
THE CALLING

CLARIFY 
YOUR 
INTERESTS

CONNECT 
WITH 
ACADEMIA

Grow your network:
•	 Review The Journal of 

Veterinary Medical Education 
(JVME) and take advantage 
of open-access articles 

•	 Subscribe to AAVMC’s 
Vet-Med Educator newsletter

•	 Reach out to your favorite 
faculty mentors

•	 Reconnect with classmates and 
colleagues already in academia

Ask about:
•	 The transition from private 

practice into academia
•	 Current trends in veterinary 

teaching and learning
•	 Areas of growth or need that 

align with your interests

Ask yourself:
•	 Do I enjoy mentoring students?
•	 Am I passionate about 

the future of vet med?
•	 Do I want to influence the 

profession at a larger scale?
•	 Do I want more variety in 

my work experience? 
•	 Am I interested in 

expanding my skills?

Become familiar with the 
variety of options:
•	 Clinical educator (primary 

care, shelter medicine, etc.)
•	 Clinical skills educator 

(simulation labs, 
communications training, etc.)

•	 Administrator
•	 Hospital Director
•	 Locum or adjunct lecturer 

aavmc.org
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STEP 2: APPLY AND INTERVIEW 

Veterinary education needs real-world practitioners like you.  
Your clinical experience is a powerful teaching tool.FINAL NOTE: 
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What to expect:
•	 Faculty panel interview
•	 Meeting with department 

or college leadership

*Tip: Be ready to talk about 
your motivation to transition 
from practice and how you 
will relate it to students.

Look for:
•	 Position type (e.g., Clinical 

Track vs. Tenure Track)
•	 Teaching load, service 

expectations, and 
research opportunities

•	 Required degrees or 
credentials vs preferred

*Tip: Clinical experience is highly 
valued: do not be dissuaded by 
preferred qualifications and focus 
on all you bring to the table!

Typical materials:
•	 Cover letter (tailored to 

teaching/clinical fit)
•	 Resume or Academic CV 

(depending on the position)
•	 Professional references 
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Shape the Future of 
Veterinary Medicine

American Association of 
Veterinary Medical Colleges

655 K Street NW, Suite 725 
Washington, DC 20001

202-371-9195 • aavmc.org

HEAR FROM PEERS
QUOTES FROM PRACTICING VETS TURNED EDUCATORS

“Becoming an educator has been transformational 
and makes even the most routine medical cases feel 
exciting again. Seeing my students grasp a concept 
or perform a skill for the first time is incredibly 
fulfilling—their enthusiasm is contagious!”

— Michelle Wisecup, DVM, MBA

“My career has been full of passion, learning, 
resilience, and joy. I feel deeply grateful for the 
work I do, the people I’ve met, and the chance to 
contribute to the future of veterinary medicine.”

— Tiffany Durzi, DVM, CVA, CCRT, CVPP, DABVP

“Unlike what I experienced in general practice, I find in 
academia I am rarely bored. Over the past 20 years, I 
have found the correct balance between tackling 
new challenges and continued support in my work.”

— Elizabeth Alvarez, DVM, DABVP

Contact: info@aavmc.org



SHARE YOUR 
EXPERIENCES

WHY TEACH?

•	 Impact the Next Generation 
Share real-world knowledge with 
veterinary students eager for 
practical insights

•	 Strengthen the Profession 
Help develop the next 
generation of Day One ready 
graduates

•	 Mentorship Roles 
Clinical, research, and 
instructional roles
•	 Blended appointments allow 

for a variety of experiences

WHAT ARE  
THE OPTIONS?

•	 Adjunct or Clinical Instructor 
Teach part-time or by semester 
no PhD required

•	 Flexible Opportunities 
Adjunct lecturer, locum, or full-
time academic roles available

•	 Shape the future of  
veterinary education 
Hospital, administrative, 
and curriculum leadership 
opportunities

HOW TO  
GET STARTED

•	 Step 1:  
Visit AAVMC Jobs Board  
jobs.aavmc.org

•	 Step 2:  
Subscribe to AAVMC’s Vet-Med 
Educator Newsletter and take 
advantage of open-access 
articles on The Journal of 
Veterinary Medical Education 
(JVME) 

•	 Step 3:  
Reach out to your favorite 
faculty mentors

https://jobs.aavmc.org/
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